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SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Vickers.

SENATOR VICKERS: Nr. President and members, as I indicated
a little bit ago, I believe if we are going to put any types
of requirements on the office of the State Auditor, that it
ought to be requirements reflectiveof the types of duties
that the State Auditor does. But I at the same time had
some concern wi th th e points made b y Sen a t o r Cha mber s
yesterday that the amendment offered yesterday was very
narrow in saying that you had to be a certified public
accountant. I had the same concern with Senator B e u t l er ' s
previous amendment that he just withdrew that said you h ad
to have a baccalaureate degree and that baccalaureate degree
could be i n anyt h i ng . It could be in music, philosophy or
anything else. So what I am offering to you now, if you are
interested in accepting it, is an amendment that says...and
you should have a copy of it on your desk, that the office
of certified public accountant, or the office of public
a ccountan t sh ou l d p o s s e s s a baccalaureate degree with a
major in accounting or be a certified public accountant, one
of the two. I t seems to me that that is the logica l
direction to go if, in fact, we want that office or the
person running for that office to ha v e s ome logical
qualifications to handle that duty. Now I don't have that
such problem with saying that if you are going to be in that
office, you had ought to know something about the office
because I think it is an office that is not an office where
p eople dea l i n ph i l o so p h y . It is not an office that is
s imilar to eac h of our s where we make, h opefully,
phi l o soph i ca l d eci si o ns ab out p o l i cy . I t i s not a
policy-making office, but it is an office that deals in
accounting and an of fice that deals with the var i ous
functions having to do with accounting and it occurs t o me
that h av i n g a deg r e e in accounting probably would b e a
benefit in that office, but just simply h aving a deg r e e
would n o t . And I t h i nk i t i s too narrow to say that it has
to be a CPA. I don't think it necessarily would have to be
a CPA if you have got knowledge of accounting. It occurs to
me that should be all that would be necessary . So I o f f e r
this amendment as a compromise ame ndment t o t he t wo
suggestions that have been brought to us in the last day.
As to what this body decides to do with it, I assume i t i s
going to be up to this body, of course. But it seems to me
t hat l og i ca l l y t h i s i s a mi d d l e g r ou n d a n d I would ask f o r
the adoption of this amendment, Nr. President.
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